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MUST BOOK 


June 27 


Dane, Clemence Norton 
THE FLOWER GIRLS $4.75 


* For some- this writer included - this will be sheer enchantment, and, for 
those who cherish the memory of Broome Stages, delight that Clemence Dane has done it 
again. For others, accustomed to the truncated writing in many novels today, this 
will seem overlong, overleisurely, too patently British for their taste.... Once more 
she has chosen a family of the theatre, the Floristers,and, through the story of Jacy 
Florister, British subject by his own choice, but American bred, tendrils reach out 
into the interstices of the family, at various generations strata. Until one reads a 
book like this, after a desert of time, one does not fully realize the jcy of a wholly 
civilized experience in reading. Not everyone's meat, perhaps. Possibly even this 
demands maturity, not only of years but of cultural background, for here is the give 
and take, in dialogue, of people to whom the quick recognition of the apt quotation, 
the ability to shift from the commonplace to the imaginative worlds, the assumption 
of shared association of conceptions, ideals, and challenge in point of view. There 
is a vast amount of theatre, too, in the story of a family that has appeared with a 
united front, while behind the scenes there are rivalries, feuds, mixed loyalties. There 
is romance, but somehow it does not take over the story, with its sprawling multi- 
plicity of plot lines, held together by the magic of Clemence Dane's appreciation of 
her characters' ability to take over and manipulate the strings. I loved it. Book 
of the Month selection for July insures a good start. This might well be the book 
for those who liked Howard Spring's The Houses in Between as well as the loyal clan 
that know and love Clemence Dane. . 


And For Special Mention - Only 


Paul Hyde's EXCELSIOR (Scribner)- now in the limelight with its Literary Guild 
selection for July. See report on P. 292). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


May 2 


Hughes, Isabelle Bouregy & Curl 
THE WISE BROTHER $3.00 


A period piece has for a villain Robert Telforth whose ambition to make a 
lot of money rather than be just comfortable causes him no moral discomfort but does 
affect his family adversely. Toronto of the 1880's holds many chances for Robert; he 
sells the inherited family business of wines and groceries and goes into real estate; 
he estranges his wife by his inhuman dealings; he further humiliates his discarded 
mistress, Adella Mason, whose daughter Eva he has refused to recognize. The sale of 
the business has accelerated his brother-in-law's sickness; his nephew, Martin, falls 
in love with Eva, and Robert brutally tells the girl why she must give him up, blacken- 
ing her mother's name but not involving himself. Martin stands firm, wins over Adella 
and his own family and Robert is defeated when the true story does not stand in the 
way of romance. A sober little exploration into fundamental values for a reactionary 
audience. 
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May 16 


Hamill, Ethel Avalon ® 
RUNAWAY NURSE $2.50 


More sinned against than sinning is Jennifer, a nurse, who is smeared by a di- 
vorce action with 4 man she hardly knows and runs away to Hawaii where she falls in love 
with Brian. Afraid that she will only mar his career, she again runs away- this time home 
where she is the victim of more than one venomous attack. Brian follows her there, and 
his persevering pursuit convinces her not only that she should- and could- but enables 
him to assemble the proof of her innocence.... Love conquering all- well- not quite- 
but adequate for this audience. 


Avalon 


Hancock, Frances Dean | 
ROBERTA, LAB SECRETARY $2.50 
Plain, shy and serious, Roberta's first job is with a paternalistic pharmaceu- 
tical company- gs secretary to its young president, Steve Orcutt. Orcutt & Walters is 
one big friendly family, and Roberta, unable to remain reserved for long, is vulnerable 
to the attractions of Steve, while squired around by research scientist Kurt Andersen 
who loves rich Diane Walters. A split over the launching of a new drug- Euphoria- is 
finally resolved when it proves almost fatal to Diane; Roberta, sure of her feelings for 
Steve, resigns, but is offered the job she really wants as his wife. Not coy- but 


definitely demure. . , 
May 31 i 

Kramer, Gerhard Putnam ' 

WE SHALL MARCH AGAIN $3.75 @ ] 
A novel which has been highly successful in Germany,where it first appeared, 

is a cynical transcription of life within the Wehrmacht as experienced by Victor Velten. 

But it is also a sharp reminder that while Germany lost the war- it was by no means de- 

feated. Velten, a man of few scruples or convictions, is at all times a spectator and 

through a carefully cultivated sauve gui peut approach- manages to skin through the war 

years. As an interpreter, Velten moves on with the troops to Paris where he leads a 

double life and spends time with Corinne, once his mistress. During an evening (through 

her) with members of the Resistance, he becomes aware of the limitations of brute force; 

he also becomes “ideologically suspect" so that when Corinne is later arrested, he en- 

lists as a private to clear himself. His second phase of war activity is on the Eastern 

front and he survives, spiritually as well as physically untouched, the whole debacle of 

the retreat through Poland, the collapse, and finally capture by the English.... Always 

a “wanderer on the periphery of decision", Velten's unconcern - and disassociation- are 

qualities which cannot arouse much feeling. But this spectacle of Germany at war, of 

the disintegration phenomenon, with its attendant corruption and straggling indifference, 


is observed with fidelity and occasional power. (LC: 55-8221) 























June 3 


Harcourt, Brace 


O'Connor, Flannery 
A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO FIND $3.50 i 
This collection of short stories by the southerner whose first novel Wise Blood 
appeared in 1952 is more likely to attract readers who want to follow Miss O'Connor's 
writing progress rather than those who favor fiction in this form. Miss O'Connor is not 
really a short story writer. She seems to need more space to develop her characters 
and to point this up- her best story is the longest in the book, The Displaced Person. 
In this, a southern farm is seen as a community of uprooted people- all fighting for 
security in their own ways, and a kind of understanding and sympathy is developed for 





each with tragic success. The River, the ironic fragment- A Stroke of Good Fortune- ‘ 
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and A Circle in the Fire (second prize in Doubleday's Prize Stories 1955 collection) 
are among the best here, while some- including the title story- are the skimpiest of 
sketches, and again still others do not have room enough to develop beyond what it 
seems was in the author's mind. Many of these have appeared in the Kenyor Review, 
Earber's Bazaar, and the New Yorker, and will cater to eclectic tastes. (LC: 55-7423) 


June 3 


Goethals, Thomas Random House 
CHAINS OF COMMAND $3.95 


"Passing the Buck- Army Style"- so this might fittingly be titled. And 
Lieutenant Claybourne, recently promoted and sent to G-2 behind the lines by his 
commanding officer, Starck, (who felt he needed a combat soldier among the theorists ), 
was beginning to sense that this was the trap around him. He was trying to put across 
his own fearful realization that there was significance in the capture of eight German 
prisoners from Panzer 13. But nobody would listen to him. Jesper, the natty little 
Colonel who had never been to the front, wanted everything to follow his theories, and 
he cowed Claybourne into accepting them. Then came an old GI buddy, Lohrke, fresh 
from combat, and sensitive to Claybourne's new insignia of rank and the change it had 
wrought. And following Lohrke come Starck, pleading for action in the face of those 
Panzer prisoners, Starck, who knew what was gnawing at Claybourne's conscience - the 
accident in a night action that had cost Claybourne's buddy's life, and for which 
Claybourne blamed himself. It is all entangled in Claybourne's mind, until past, 
present and future merge in a kind of madness. And then he finds himself with Lohrke 
as driver, and the cowardly Jesper, assigned to accompany General Miles to the front. 
And the whole frightening mess comes out- Jasper tries to exonerate himself; Miles 
demands the facts; Claybourne attempts to give him the picture, while knowing it is 
too late. They go ahead- and are caught in the initial attack of the Battle of the 
Bulge. With Lohrke's death, Claybourne goes berserk and throttles Jesper - and then 
confesses his guilt to General Miles. The story ends with Miles and Starck sitting 
in judgment - and choosing silence, and a shared guilt on the major issue. Chains of 
Command is a terrible indictment of a system, but is difficult reading- overburdened 
with abstractions and perorations, with stream of consciousness and repetitive self 
searching. In contrast to the terse clarity of Cozzens' Guard of Honor to which it 
invites comparison, it bogs down in a welter of verbiage. Certainly not everyone's 
meat. (LC: 54-7818) 

June 16 


Marshall, Rosamond Doubleday 
ROGUE CAVALIER $395.47 


Rosamond Marshall, best remembered for her earliest books- ‘itty and The 
Duchess Hotspur, again laces up a busty novel which traces the fortunes of Toni Brando 
who is sent out into the world in ignorance of the fact that he is the illegitimate 
son of Casanova. In France he is to meet his father, but by this time Casanova is 
not only the victim of his years- but also on his uppers. Nonetheless he manages to 
save Toni's life- in a boudoir brawl- and earn the friendship which keeps them to- 
gether. Toni falls in love with Mignon, an orphan but is kept by Casanova from a 
marriage which offers little worldly advantage. Toni, while constant in his feelings 
for Mignon, is catapulted through a series of escapades; becomes persona grata at 
Court; engages in a duel with Casanova but regrets its consequences; sees Mignon again 
and is temporarily through with her- believing her capable:of adultery; is involved in a 
rigged lottery which sends Casanova to prison; and is finally free to follow his heart 
which takes him back to Mignon... Picaresque- certainly, piquant- less so, this is a 
skittish sequence of a young man's first oats and his sire's last fling. Rentals. 


(Lc: 55-7659) 














Fiction April 15, 1955 





June 20 


Weeks, Joseph Rinehart 
ALL OUR YESTERDAYS $3.75 


A few months in the life of Chris Weed will introduce you to a young man on the 
make whose only asset is assurance, and if you go along with him- it will largely be out 
of curiosity to see how far a glib tongue can take him. Ducking out of a home where a 
querulous mother keeps up a steady line of complaint, skinning through to graduate from a 
parochial high school, Chris then manages to talk himself into a job as a radio announcer 
on the local station, and is picked up by Marilyn who manages to make herself not only 
accessible but unavoidable. Fired after a few weeks, Chris is even more anxious to get 
away as Marilyn's demands increase,and he finally lands a job in Detroit. His attempts to 
break with Marilyn are ineffectual- particularly after she finds that she is pregnant and 


follows him, but finally she agrees to an abortion. Fired again, thrown out by his mother, 


and finally abandoned by Marilyn who has been slow to recognize that he will never marry 
her, he is at least free- and heads on toward Chicago... All of this experience,unedifying 
as it is, is faithfully recorded- but there will be few whom it will attract. (IC: 55-7730) 





Scribner 
EXCELSIOR $3.50 


Selection by the Literary Guild for July assures an even wider audience. Report 
repeated from page 100 of the February lst bulletin, as follows: "A third cosmetic, cos- 
mopolitan entertainment has been fashioned to attract the audience of S.P.Q.R. and Hotel 
Talleyrand - and Zurich, this time- does not sober the upper echelon activities of a con- 
tinental capital. Robert Eggli, a Swiss banker of powerful acumen, is still, at 80, ac- 
tive in all phases and a weathervane of international affairs. At home, he governs his 
family with autocratic absolutism- and on the side he maintains his long love affair with 
& Widowed Baronne. Walter,his eldest son, lacks his brilliance; Helene, Walter's wife, 
is engaged in a love affair with a bounder believedin contact with a Nazi spy; Jacques, 
his second son, is married to an American and joins the OSS after Pearl Harbor, while his 
son, Robert, enlists to fly. Jacques is used to spy not only on Helene's lover, but also 
on his father's code books which will reveal the shifting fortunes of the war. And with 
Robert's death, he is willing to violate the neutrality of his country of adoption- while 
it is only his father's death which intercepts him in time... Not quite the firm narrative 
of the earlier books, there is still the aura of fashionable glamor which makes this a 
kind of costume jewelry- for strong rentals and sales." (IC: 55-7191) 


June 21 


Bonner, Paul Hyde 


Coleman, Lonnie Little, Brown 
SHIP'S COMPANY $3.50 


Some scattered episodes involving the officers and seamen aboard the U.S.S. 
Nellie Crocker during the war are for the most part out of the line of direct fire and 
scale the conflict down to personal issues and incidents. Likable Mason, the division 
officer, finally yields to thewhining insistence of Turner and the bullying pressure of 
the men and gives Turner the transfer he is seeking. Ensign Leo Brickell, an ordinary 
young man of limited emotional experience, is for the first time exposed to extraordinary 
fear during the invasion. Patronizing lst Lieutenant Lindsay is powerless when a Negro 
seaman is baited to the point where he takes his life. The brash bonhomie of Montgomery 
veils his homosexuality and a night spent in a call house in Algiers only weakens the 
defenses of the young man he has chosen. Alex Walsh, on a Frisco leave, finds that his 
girl has changed her sex. Riordan, with the armistice, is sentenced rather than re- 
prieved, etc. etc. These and others provide occasional insights into the pattern of lives 
deflected by the circumstance of war, but human weakness is the determinant of their 
destiny. Limited (even more so for conservatives). (LC: 55-7475) 
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Forbes, Gordon Rinehart 
TOO NEAR THE SUN $3.50 


A dedication to decay is the signature of Stuart Ashton, citizen of San 
Felipe, California, working hard at being a lotus eater and castigating not only him- 
self but also his wife, Louise - no angel herself - and his mistress, Sandy, who is 
hoping he will be strong enough to get a divorce so that marriage will steady them. 
Talented, well supplied with the world's goods, Ashton lives on a diet of tension and 
emotion, is undergoing psychiatric treatment with Dr. Sebrof, chips away at his own 
feelings as well as. those of Sandy and Louise. The return from a two weeks shacking up 
with Sandy, the onslaught of Fiesta and its parties resolve Ashton's problems forever, 
as quarrels, drunkenness and self torture result in a fatal accident. The predatory 
world of too much money, too little work, of wasted minds and vitiating inertia; the 
law of a pack based on acceptability; the anatomy of the “high and mighty" and their 
brawls and idiotic cruelties - are here in nervous, keen-eared reportage and the words 
are brighter than the deeds. (4/26. Lc: 55-6846) 


FRIGHT - FIGHT - FLIGHT 
May 16 


Brock, Stuart Avalon 
WHISPERING CANYON $2.50 
The fight between the solid people - ranchers and farmers - and the riff raff - 
migratory miners - comes into the open in Lace Curtain when lawyer Joel Lockhart is 
forced to take sides against the man who would dominate the town. Lockhart is right- 
handed by Harkman's wife, evades Harkman's efforts to have him killed, and leagues the 
townspeople together to dislodge their enemy. Lined up and primed. 


June 13 


Ard, William Rinehart 
HELL IS A CITY $2.75 


Timothy Dane is hired by a New York city newspaper to get the facts behind 
the shooting of 2 vice squad officer whose murder is used as a campaign crusade by the 
presiding political triumvirate on the eve of an election. But the attempt to make 
a martyr of Wells becomes more and more damaging with the evidence of a youngster he'd 
fixed on a heroin charge in order to get at his sister; Dane is a moving target but is 
able to keep his proteges alive- so ultimately the full facts can be heard- and a 
powerful machine broken... Headline scareheads provide an ugly scrimmage. (LC: 55-7729) 


June 16 


Fenisong, Ruth Doubleday 
WIDOW'S PLIGHT $2.75 


Widowed 67 year old Addie Prentice comes from Georgia to New York City to 
live with her son, Lindsey, and his wife, Elaine. Her friendship with Kate Barsony, 
also widowed, and a neighbor in the hotel, leads her into murder, to doubts about her 
son and no uncertain sidestepping of the police. But Addie and Kate add up the score 
correctly, get their children in the clear and escape violence safely. Tidy. 


(Le: 55-5502) 


McIntosh, J. T. Doubleday 
THE FITTEST $2.95 we 






The question of survival or annihilation is posed as civilization is threaten- 
ed by paggets,- the results of a Dr. Paget's experiments in mentally stimulating animals, 
who wage unceasing war against humans. Told by Donny Page-Turner, this follows his 
efforts to outwit the padogs, pacats, parats, pamice, to build a strong community to 
withstand their attacks, to fight off lawless humans, and to strengthen mutual aid. A 
realistic, grim fantasy of an imaginary future. Laid in England. Shudder department. 


(LC: 55-5503) 
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No MUST BOOKS - A Few for Special Mention 








The gamble of continuing interest in Everest is involved in the chances for TIGER OF THE @ 
SNOWS by Tenzing Norgay and James Ullman (Putnam). For the eastern seaboard especially, 

THE EMPIRE CITY, edited by Alexander Klein (Rinehart) is an intriguing crass sectioning 

of New York. Lord Kinross! WITHIN THE TAURUS (Morrow) may be for special tastes, but it 

ts good glamor-travel reading. Reports in pages following. 

















PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


May 2 
Marsh, Irving T. & Ehre, Edward- fds. Dutton 
BEST SPORTS STORIES 1955 $3.50 





Eleventh in the series- and we have covered them all and think this the best of 
the lot. The judges- John Chamberlain, Quentin Reynolds and Bob Considine - have had the 
winnowings of a rich harvest this year and have outdone themselves. These are more than 
simply sports stories. They are stories of people in and out of sports. They are humor, 
comedy, pathos, drama. They pull at your heartstrings, and tickle your risibles. Golf 
by Braille isn't strictly speaking a golf story, but a piece about a man who conquers the 
hurdle of blindness and enjoys life- through golf. Hickman's Rasslin' Was My Act is a 
ringside picture of the travelling circus of fakirs otherwise known as “rasslers". One 
could take story after story and show how they portray the things men live by. The sources, 
as usual, include the year's best sports writing from newspapers and magazines, and include 
prize winners from the fields of baseball, football, boxing, golf, tennis, racing, basket- 
ball, hunting and fishing, marathon, hockey, track and field, dogs - and a group of pieces 
that don't pigeonhole. The text closes with Frank Graham's tribute to My Friend, Grantland © 





Rice. And there is the usual round up of champions, Who's Who, and the year's best sports 
photographs. 
May 4 
Kinross, Lord (Patrick Balfour) Morrow 
WITHIN THE TAURUS $4.00 





Taking advantage of the increased freedom offered the traveller in Turkey re- 
cently, Lord Kinross made a journey through Asiatic Turkey and writes here as the first f 
traveller to give a full account of his travels since eastern Turkey was reopened to the ; 
foreign visitor. A student of antiquity he rumbled along in overburdened and tardy buses, 
accompanied often by a military aide to see that he did not act amiss; he chatted in coffee 
houses; he walked the slopes of Mt. Ararat where he was suspected of spying when he start- 
ed to take notes. He comments on the nature of the Turks, the conversion of the Armenians, 
the atmosphere of the Russian frontier, the process of modernizing the Turkish army and 
agriculture, the topography in terms of defense, the Armenian and Hittite art objects and 
architecture, the sea, the Ottoman Empire, the individuals encountered, all with ease and 
often with beauty. His concern is catholic, turning to look back across the plains of 
time and the Taurus heartland and again forward to the Russian horizon. An absorbing i 
book for the scholar-traveller. Illustrated. if 






































May 5 


Lueders, Edward University of New Mexico : 
CARL VAN VECHTEN AND THE TWENTIES $4.50 @ i 












Besides being an admirer of Van Vechten's, Mr. Lueders is a scholar whose lively 
interest has allowed him to examine the interrelated trends and personalities of a fabu- 
lous decade with wit and succinct phrase. His subject is Van Vechten, whose working 
biography here is held to mirror the surrounding whirlpool of activity- literary, musi- 
cal, social and to an extent political- and as such casts a clear reflection of itself. 
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Born in Iowa, Van Vechten early fled, though never completely escaped, his midwestern 
background along a route that led to the University of Chicago and then to New York 
where he became established as a music critic. Immersion in artistic circles came 
naturally and Van Vechten worked not only to criticize but to interest others in the 
work of new composers. Then in 1924 he left music for fiction and with the publica- 
tion of his first novels followed an eight year writing career during which he pro- 
moted the works of Gertrude Stein, Ronald Firbank and others. At all times the genu- 
ine sophisticate, Van Vechten worked within the literary legacy that was his from the 
turn of the century, but in such novels as Peter Whiffle, Spider Boy and Parties 
reflected also the "gaudy catalogue of social aberrations" of a day that lived to es- 
cape ennui- and realized a certain futility. Trends and tones are skillfully recalled 
to make a fine portrait. Illustrated with photographs, many by Van Vechten himself. 


May 9 


Stegner, Wallace- Ed. Knopf 
THIS IS DINOSAUR $5.00 


An eloquent, practical and convincing plea to abandon the project of con- 
structing the Echo Park Dam on the Utah-Colorado border for hydroelectric power, comes 
in the form of several articles by people in various occupations, all of whom have the 
common desire to preserve one of our few remaining wilderness areas for rest and recre- 
ation. In his own essay, Wallace Stegner points to the natural wonders of the dis- 
trict. It is full of wonderful scenery; it is a rich archeological site of Indian 
cultures and of the bones of prehistoric animals- all of which the proposed dam would 
destroy by gouging out and submerging the land around the Green and Yampa Rivers. 
Articles by Eliot Blackwelder on geology; by Olaus Murie and Joseph Penfold on ani- 
mals; by Robert Lister on ancient Indian settlements, and others- give information 
of general as well as particular interest and are a powerful persuasion to leave the 
area unimpaired. An extensive photographic supplement shows many of its striking 
beauties. (LC: 55-8114) 


May 12 


Kearney, Paul W. Simon & Schuster 
I SMELL SMOKE $3.00 


If you are not fire-conscious, you will be; if you are fire-conscious, you'll 
be fire-suspicious after this hardhitting expose of general ignorance about the most 
dangerous home front. How to fight fire and how to prevent it takes in the unsafe condi- 
tions about the house,- trash, tricky chemicals, etc.; - how to make sure there will 
be no little fire, or how to keep a little fire from growing up; the value of fire 
department inspections as proved by city wide cooperation and the greater value of 
knowing what to do during the first important minutes of a fire, starts you off. Then 
come inflammable interiors (what good is a fireproofed house if the inside is a 
tinderbox?); smokers and their vile habits; combustible textiles; domestic dry clean- 
ing and its recurrent partner - dying; those "mystery" spontaneous fires. And what 
about lightning, fires in your car? So you have not only how fires start, but how 
they end - and maybe you too, A deep quick burn for the do-nothings, this markets 
know-how as well as commercial aids in a family safety first program. Tie this in 
with the do-it-yourself books, community fire-prevention projects, new and old home 


owners. (LC: 55-7759) 
May-Early 


Downey, Early Crown 
IMPROVING YOUR GARDEN Through Soil Management $5.00 


The organizer of the Soil Analysis Service shares his knowledge with the 
earnest gardener, willing to apply this knowledge to improving his soil- and getting 
better results from his garden. The essentials of good soil - what the ingredients 
contribute- how to approach that 100% desirable for top crop expectancy, all this adds up 
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to a practical guide to making soil tests, and arriving at a sound basis for improving 

your soil. The addition of organics, with emphasis on organic rather than chemical fer- 
tilizer, the when, what and how of applying fertilizer, the analysis of your garden area 

and dividing it into zones on the basis of varying pH values - these are the factors that 
differentiate this from most gardening books. The last half, approximately, is devoted 

to growing vegetables, berries, lawn, flowers, with the soil reaction in pH indicated for 
each item included. Photographs give step by step data, as tested by the author. (LC:55-7237) 


May 15 


Crown 


Deutsch, Albert 
THE TROUBLE WITH COPS $3.00 

cesses is the apathy of the public, and this is intended to arouse you to the 
fact that proper police protection is your responsibility too. It goes of course beyond 
that- "the agency for law enforcement is a soft underbelly of the body politic” and courts, 
communities, politicians are also answerable for the laxity of the police; the honest cop 
can be corrupted by corruption; organized crime and commercialized vice are further deter- 
minants. And this inquiry (Deutsch has done several others- on mental health, juvenile 
delinquency, etc.) probes not only how lawless is our law-enforcement but covers police 
work from abuses within the system to the advances of recent years- particularly the great 
reforms of August Vollmer, and the improvements in police training and techniques of today... 
Quentin Reynolds' Headquarters is a much more lively introduction to the cop on the beat- 
and likely to cushion some of the shock effects of this aggressive alert. (LC: 55-7239) 


May 46 (2 / 


Klein, Alexander- Fd. Lippincott @ 
: GRAND DECEPTION $3.95 


A fascinating bag of fabulous, tricky, gay - and sad - deceivers offers an amaz- 
ing array of creative careers where peculiar talents have been put to work to hoax, hum- 
bug, swindle and fraud - and sometimes just to bemuse and bewilder. All from real life 
and reported by such recognized writers as Holbrook, Edith Sitwell, Louis Biancolli, Asbury, 
Gene Fowler, Wechsberg, William C. White, Alva Johnston, Liebling, John T. Flynn, Alan Hynd, 
Klaus Mann and others. The eccentrics themselves, those who outwitted the experts, the 
game of illusion for the sport of it (look, there's Virginia Woolf right in the middle of 
some Abyssinian princes), the jiggery pokery of legal machinery, and the mating call of 
large profit - these are the categories in which you will meet such interesting people as 
Van Meegeren, the astounding art forger, de Rougemont who never did travel among cannibal 
chiefs, the Cardiff giant's begetters, Kreisler and his own compositions which first ap- 
peared under little known names, Insull and finance gone wild, the taking of Jay Gould's 
scalp, Fallon and Erle Stanley Gardner's courtroom tactics - and many more to tax your 
credulity - but after all others fell for them. There's a little man who was always there, 
& man who was a woman, a prophet-fornicator, Orson Welles' Martian broadcast, literary 
forgers, medicine, the sinking of Manhattan, spoofing in spiritualism, Florida and Holly- 
wood press agenting, - and more, more, more in which people and the public have been gulled 
- gladly. Quackery and duplicity to satisfy the Walter Mitty in everyone. (LC: 55-6302) 


May 23 


Hoffman, Calvin Messner 
THE MURDER OF THE MAN WHO WAS 'SHAKESPEARE' $3.95 @ 


Shakespearian scholars are not taking Calvin Hoffman's ingenious theory too seri- 
ously, but it makes entertaining reading for the uninitiated, to whom the battle of the 
identity of the playwright is paramount. Hoffman has been exploring for some nineteen years 
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the clues to fit his conviction that Christopher Marlowe had not been killed in a pub, 
but had been spirited away to escape political assignment to death, and had continued 
to write the plays that are attributed to Shakespeare. He aligns on his side a re- 
doubtable array of doubters; he permits- after meticulous line by line examination- 
the texts of Marlowe and Shakespeare to provide their own evidence; he stresses the 
poverty of knowledge about Shakespeare and the facts that Marlowe, had he survived, 
could readily have fulfilled all requirements; he documents the inconsistencies, the 
contradictions, the recurrent evidence of long term influence of Marlowe on Shakes- 
peare. And he makes a credible array of facts to support him. But there are serious 
gaps in his evidence- as serious as the gaps in our knowledge of Shakespeare's life. 
Was Sir Thomas Walsingham so involved emotionally with Marlowe that he would have 
risked harboring him, faking the assassination scene, carrying through a deception 
that ran a lifetime? What of Shakespeare's willingness to assume the mantel and 

run the risk to his profession on the stage? Would Marlowe have succeeded in keep- 
ing his identity dark; were the veiled allusions, so carefully gleaned and explained, 
as recognizable as they would seem to have been to contemporaries in the know? And 
can Hoffman completely ignore the factors in the social mores of the times that did 
go far to support the belief of the majority that Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare's 
plays and poems? This is yet another - and a more colorful theory - in the never- 
ending battle to prove yet another candidate for honors- a battle that has continued 
for some 300 years. (LC: 55-7259) 


May ?? 


Cleveland, Anne Charles E. Tuttle Co. 
IT'S BETTER WITH YOUR SHOES OFF $2.00 


A gay introduction to Japanese life and customs, this, while entertaining 
the Westerner, will painlessly make him aware of the differences newcomers will en- 
counter. For the energetic cartoons are explicit and take you from the houses them- 
selves, to the servants and parties, to night life and the geisha girls, food and 
theater and on to touring and hot springs. There are shopping notes, the cumulative 
effect of present-giving, the problems of politeness, and other odd notes on odd ex- 
periences an American living in Japan might have. A going away gift, or a coming 
home souvenir, that should just about hit the spot in its special field. 


{ 2 
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Wallace, Robert , Doubleday 
LIFE AND LIMB $3.50 


While this is substitled An Account of the Career of Melvin M. Belli, Per- 
sonal-Injury Lawyer, it is actually a lively analysis of the current practices in per- 
sonal-injury cases and damage suits. Belli is a San Francisco lawyer, a sort of Perry 
Mason in his field, whose techniques have been attacked by fellow lawyers as flamboy- 
ant, sensational, arrogant, petulant - and a de luxe ambulance chasing. But he has 
raised the whole level of practice in such cases as medical malpractice, automobile 
accidents, defamation of character, railroad accidents, and so on. This is not a 
personal biography, actually, for the whole focus is on his career; and his handling 
of the steps from establishing the story through to giving the case to the jury, is 
followed and illustrated with incident after incident in which his procedures have won 
_ phenomenal awards. It is Belli who stands out for the “adequate award" principle. 

He uses demonstrative evidence sensationally at times; he has changed the whole basis 
of admissable evidence; he has proved that even pain can be demonstrated. He is 
substituting the theory of "comparative negligence" for the dubious “contributory 
negligence”. It is a fascinating inside picture of one of the biggest fields of 
court action today, and reads like a true crime story with Melvin M. Belli as cen- 
tral figure. (IC: 55-5572) 
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Norgay, Tenzing & Ullman, James R. Putnam @ 
TIGER OF THE SNOWS $4.50 


* This is the official autobiography of Tenzing of Everest, and is being published 
at a moment when the dispute raging over the unofficial Malartic book, ‘enzing of Everest 
(Crown - reviewed P. 719- 1954) has been withdrawn. And in this very personal record a 
great many subjectsin conflict zre brought into the open and clarified. One has no sense 
of it being an apologia, but rather a somewhat simple, almost naive, and very direct state- 
ment of "This is exactly what happened”. And somehow one believes him. He insists on the 
unimportance of the differences between Sherpas and Englishmen that Malartic and the un- 
friendly press exaggerated. He shows how what differences there were came about because 
the English attitudes were fixed by tradition- and they differed from the ever-popular 
French and Swiss mountaineers. He explains the pressures put upon him as the expedition 
returned, weary but triumphant, to Nepal - and puts much of the blame on his own people. 
But he does take issue with Hillary's account, which seemed to indicate that he, Tenzing, 
had needed help repeatedly - and says that throughout it was a matter of give and take, 
perfect teamwork. He answers the question of who first put foot on top of Everest by 
saying it was Hillary, at that chance moment the leader on the rope, a position they took 
turn and turn about. He gives full credit to the generosity of the expedition members 
in sharing with him - and the English in including him fully. And he explains the points 
at which his own actions were open to misinterpretation. Above all he wants to settle 
forever any bitterness of misunderstanding that might persist- the Conquest of Everest, 
while it had its petty difficulties, emerged as much bigger than the minor issues. This 
is the story not only of Everest, but of the years of training and experience and aspira- 
tion that went into the final triumph. This is the story of his own fixed goal- and the 
steps to its achievement. The minutiae of the ascent itself he leaves to others to tell- @ 


to Hunt, to Noyce. But the Sherpas emerge from his story as integral to the success of 
adventure rooted in the contributions of all who have challenged the mountains. James 
Ullman has proved himself the ideal collaborator, a man who knows and loves the mountains- 
and he has let Tenzing tell his own tale. Illustrated with photographs. (LC: 55-7740) 


June 6 


Hanover House 


Blond, Georges 
THE GREAT STORY OF WHALES $3.95 

A translation from the French by James Cleugh, this brings more to satisfy the 
appetites recently whetted by Robertson's Of Whales and Men, and through its own imagina- 
tive style, it retains much of the dramatic force and fascination of the other book. Blond 
tells his story of whales and whaling biologically and historically with occasional plain- 
tive notes of resignation to nature's forces. Two blue whales are making their way towards 
the desolate Argentine coast, as the book opens. As if he were swimming along with them, 
Blond describes their every movement, their huge bodies, their dives, the surrounding at- 
mosphere of bleak sea and migrant birds, and the dry shoreline as the whales approach it 
and as the female gives birth to her calf in a small bay. Almost gaily, Blond follows 
the trio out to sea again where the enormous little calf for a while gains ten pounds an 
hour on its mother's milk. In this way and personalizing them to some degree, the author 
follows his trio, shifting intermittently to other kinds of whales and their habits, be- 
fore he returns to take them finally to a tragic death from an attack of killer whales. 
Whaling is described in the last half of the book. Old methods are contrasted with new 
in skillful use of on the scene dialogue that relives life aboard a whaler after cacha- 
lots, out from New Bedford in the early 19th century, and then aboard a modern Norwegian 
ship where killings are made with more mercy and less danger. Promising. Photographs. 
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@ Madeleva, Sister M. Macmillan 
| AMERICAN TWELFTH NIGHT And Other Poems $2.00 


Every few years Sister Madeleva publishes a small sheaf of devout Catholic 
poems, which while they do not rank as great or distinguished poetry, have distinct 
charm. This little volume continues this pleasant practice. The Virgin Mary, Eliza- 
| beth, the Christ child are the natural subjects of this verse, all clothed in a delicate 
feminine piety. But perhaps the most interesting ones deal with the coming of Christ- 
| mas in a Provencal town which "wears its medieval fortress like a crown” and where 
| "The night seems more than ever holy and the peace more than ever deep". The intense 
feeling and purity which infuses these poems will make their appeal to Catholic and 
non-Catholic readers in almost if not equal measure. 


June 13 


Gale, George Stafford Morrow 
NO FLIES IN CHINA $3.50 00 


As Labour reporter for the Manchester Guardian, Mr. Gale was assigned to 
cover the British Labour Party Delegation on its visit to China in 1954. Here is the 
| story of what he was shown, what he surmised, and what he experienced as he followed 
| in the wake of the delegation, one of a six-man fleet of reporters, viewing China from 
} Mukden to Canton. There are glimpses of the delegation members cn tour, fragmentary, 
| tending to reveal the variances among them, equivocal. But this is more the newsman's 
view of the new China as he encountered bureaucratic tangles, the officially prepared 
¢ releases offered the pressmen, the persistently circular and invincible logic of 
Chinese newsmen who asserted they were free to criticize the Government, but claimed 
it must be right since it was of the people. As he travelled on the arranged,inflex- 
ible tour seeing Peking, Shanghai, village, university, jail, mine, he felt that the 
Chinese had for the most part welcomed Communism as a lost man a signpost, that as 
puppets they had advanced materially, that only top men such as the charming, civil- 
ized Chou could be allowed to think in such a regime. Sometimes thin in terms of 
observation and background, nevertheless with a view to China's history and future, 
this is a burr of a footnote to the delegation's findings which disagrees in spirit 
rather than fact. (LC: 55-8848) 


June 16 


Coward, Noel Doubleday ; 
i QUADRILLE $5.00 06 


In book form, a pleasant evening in the theatre is translated into thinly 
readable period social comedy of turnabout of husbands and wives. The shift of scene 
: from a Buffet de la Gare in Boulogne to a villa in Nice, and back again to London where 
the respective husband and wife of the eloping lovers of the earlier scenes meet, pro- 
vides not too elaborate stage sets for Little Theatre use. And the relatively small 
cast of principals is another asset. For even wider market- those who read plays- this 
can be recommended for flow of wit characteristic of its author. (LC: 55-7062) 












Rockwell, F.F. & Grayson, Esther C. Doubleday 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF ANNUALS $5.95 











* Companion volume to The Complete Book of Bulbs (1953) and destined to be the 
authoritative book on the subject for all who demand one comprehensive volume. Neither 
the subtitle "How to use annuals and plants grown as annuals to best effect, out-of- 
doors and in, with cultural information and other pointers on more than 500 species 
and varieties"; nor the Table of Contents, complete as it seems, is adequate for _ 
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conveying the ways in which this book succeeds beyond its competitors. Long experienced 

in the field, the authors have sustained a perfect balance between presenting their ma- 

terial for the beginner, simply, concisely, with just enough concession to ignorance to ® 
make it practical, and for the experienced gardener whose goal is to extend the use of 

annuals beyond their accepted role. A great many annuals are presented and their place 
indicated, varied uses suggested, and listings directed to exhausting all these approaches. { 
For example there are lists of annuals by Color, Height, Hardiness, Specific Purposes, 
Location, Season of Bloom, Special Conditions. The last third of the book is a catalogue 
of the ten leaders, and of virtually all other annuals, or plants that can be treated as 
annuals, from A to Z. The sections devoted to Culture discuss the usual problems- soils 
and fertilizers, starting seedlings, care, health and so on. And here again there is 
unique breakdown listings- troubles and treatment, pests, diseases, materials for control- | 
first from plants to pests and diseases, then from symptoms back to pests and diseases 4 
and plants. It would seem all hurdles are taken. The inclusion of a section on Dried 4 
Annuals for winter use; another section on window and terrace boxes; still another on 4 
use of annuals in rock gardens, walls and pools - all indicate the immense scope of the i 
work. And yet at no point does it overwhelm one with the mass of material. Illustrated 
with 95 photographs, 29 in full color, and drawings. (LC: 55-6812) 


June 17 


Chidsey, Donald Barr Knopf 
ELIZABETH I $2.50 


SER TIERS AONE RTO NET 


Another in the Great Lives In Brief series, this is a fairly concentrated bi- 
ography of the immortal, enigmatic English Queen that tarries longest over her eccentri- 
cities of character and behavior and reveals nothing new or unusual. He underlines the 
twenty five years of suspense until she was crowned queen; the next twenty five which © 
were spent in avoidance of war; he follows the tides of Catholic-Protestant pressure, of 
plots for treason, succession and assassination, of defense alliances, of courtships which 
never came to marriage and of the easily sparked tinderbox of Europe. Her ability to break 
promises blandly, her parsimony, her insularity, her achievements, her favorites and their 
treatment, the burning issue of Mary - all fill in the picture which culminates in the 
victorious symbol of the defeat of the Spanish Armada. An acceptable - if sometimes 
chummy - briefing. (IC: 55-7216) 
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EEE STINE 


Duggan, Alfred Knopf 
JULIUS CAESAR $2.50 


A good working biography of Julius Caesar comes from a well known and versatile 
historical novelist and makes a substantial addition to Knopf's Great Lives in Brief 
series. Efficient chapters follow the periods in Caesar's life, setting them first 
against the background of Roman history and the intervening centuries that saw its rise 
after the Grecian civilization. Though Rome had been governed by a select minority of 
citizens, Caesar's youth saw the splitting of the ruling group into parties and power held 
in a murderous grip by Sulla. By luck, Caesar, perhaps too young at the time to be of 
real political importance, escaped Sulla's deadly attention.and lived to gain increasing 
notice after the civil wars following Sulla's death. At 32 Caesar was elected to the 
Senate and, serving between terms in Spain, his career as a politician seemed solidified 
by varying elements:- his appeal for the masses, his canniness with particularly for- 
tuitous forms of money spending and lending and, later in Gaul, the surprising ability 
with troops. These familiar facts and the rest up to the time of his betrayal, are 
recounted with considerable detail,social as well as political, and often with flashes © 
of colorful prose and a strong sense of personal elements involved. (LC: 54-7217) 
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¢ Mitchell, Lt. Col. Joseph Putnam 
DECISIVE BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR $h .00 



























The student of military history may find this a practical text to use in set- 
ting up pinpoint maps of successive campaigns- east and west- of the Civil War. But 
for anyone not interested in the ebb and flow of the tides of war, it makes pretty dull 
reading. (This from a reader ordinarily fascinated by books on the Civil War). From 
Sumter to First Manassas, with brief exposition of the comparative strength in man power, 
leadership, and position; then events leading up to Shiloh; The Seven Days; Second 
Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Murfreesboro, Chancellorsville, Vicksburg, Gettys- 

burg, Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Atlanta, Petersburg - the whole tactical pattern emer- 
ges, and the men and their leaders move like puppets across the field. This is where 
the author fails to breathe life into his data; the immense importance of the human equa- 
tion, the interplay of politics, the forces of emotional tension that contributed to 

the overall picture as the South won many of the battles and lost the war, never emerge. 
Illustrated with 26 2-color maps, 9 line maps. (LC: 55-5781) 


June 25 

; 

{| Current, Richard N.. Little, Brown 
f DANIEL WEBSTER AND THE RISE OF NATIONAL CONSERVATISM $3.00 
f The publie life (and that was the bulk of it) of Daniel Webster is reduced 


to bare essentials in this fine study. The analysis focuses on his magic oratory, his 

sometimes unscrupulous use of this power, his economic concepts - as well as bare-faced 
¢ reversal of concepts- on Federal banking, the principles of free-trade as opposed to 

protectionism, and the inviolability of the corporate structure; his contributions to 
constitutional law, his political apostasies, his over-riding ambitions. In tearing 
away the traditional veils of glamour and heroism surrounding Webster, the author suc- 
ceeds in exposing a figure of greater complexity and significance. Psychologically, 
Webster abounded in moral convictions and noble ideas of patriotism, yet he fleeced 
his creditors mercilessly, and cunningly traded on the sentiments of anti-Masonic ele- 
ments for political support. He placed the welfare of the common man before all else, 
yet sought to obviate the growing power of the people, and died asking whether any of 
his final words had been unworthy of his name. From the viewpoint of American history, 
Webster emerges as the great carrier-forward and establisher of the more fundamental 
traditions of conservatism. The enigmas and ambiguities pointed out by Mr. Current, 
all the Congressional contests with Clay and Calhoun and Benton, even much of the per- 
sonal greed and calculations, begin to reconcile themselves as one sees Webster matur- 
ing into the almost classic ideal of the conservative. His life becomes a constant 
quest for this stature. Rewarding and engaging fare for the history-minded, by a 
professor of history at the University of Illinois. (LC: 55-7468) 
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Klein, Alexander- Fd. Rinehart 
THE EMPIRE CITY $5-75 


* A frazzle-dazzle treasury of all about New York, foreworded by Meyer Berger, 
gives a garbage to glamour portrait of the city that adds up to a champagne toast to 
the town. Our first commentators are E. B. White on the bright side, Lewis Mumford 
on the glum. Then there is a Grand Tour from Broadway to Brooklyn with such guides 
as Bemelmans and Capote. A sly look backwards provides such sights as Carrie Nation 
cowing J. L. Sullivan in his saloon, the Round Table in session, Dickens visiting the 
Tombs. The perpetually fascinating people who swarm in bright confusion through city 
streets are on show, as Capuchins, grate fishermen, Upper Bohemians and their opposites 
parade past. What the city has meant to a number of artists, as different as Henry 
James and John Steinbeck, is a parcel of the portrait. An intoxicating spectacle. 


(LC: 55-7728) 











Non-fiction April 15, 1955 


June 30 


Doubleda, 


Graves, Robert 

COLLECTED POEMS, 1955 $5 U,50 
Here is a generous volume of the collected verse of the poet and novelist per- 

haps best known for his novel- J Claudius. Skillfully written, studded with fine words, 

the poems however add up to little. Many connote the author's bitterness, bitterness 

against himself, against his native country, against the world. Some reflect a dry 

romanticism tinged with Welsh melodic strains. But on the whole there is little organic 

growth or structure. This is a pity, for many a poet less gifted in technique is capa- 

ble of poetry with greater emotional content and significance. (LC: 55-5494) 
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